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Language
Focus
• Diction
• Rhythm

1
/

2
0

2
4

To
p

ic
s

 t
o

 b
e

 c
o

v
e

r
ed

EG358

C O N C R E T E  W O R D S |  F I G U R A T I V E  

L A N G U A G E |  S E N T E N C E  S T Y L E  &  

V A R I E T Y |  S E N T E N C E  R H Y T H M  

A S  V E R B A L  M U S I C  



13/08/2024

2

N O W  - L I S T E NS A M P L E  0 1 S A M P L E  0 1

George Mason University Speech 

(2009)

Throughout America's history, there have been some years 
that simply rolled into the next without much notice or fanfare. 

And then there are the years that come along once in a 
generation, the kind that mark a clean break from a troubled 
past and set a new course for our nation. This is one of those 

years. We start 2009 in the midst of a crisis unlike any we have 
seen in our lifetime, a crisis that has only deepened over the 

last few weeks. Nearly two million jobs have been now lost. And 
on Friday, we're likely to learn that we lost more jobs last year 

than at any time since World War II. Just in the past year, 
another 2.8 million Americans who want and need full-time 

work have had to settle for part-time jobs. Manufacturing has 
hit a 28-year low. Many businesses cannot borrow or make 

payroll. Many families cannot pay their bills or their mortgage. 
Many workers are watching their life savings disappear. And 

many, many Americans are both anxious and uncertain of 
what the future will hold.

George Mason University Speech 

(2009)
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Compare the following descriptions.

sample 2

My favourite cafe Le Petit Prince is 
located in the core of Bangkok. 

This airy cafe, adjacent to a 
gorgeous outdoor garden, offers a 
casual, friendly terrace to cater to 

their coffee-lovers and I myself 
enjoy their outdoor seating and 
sipping coffee in the charming 

garden every morning.

description 1
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Tucked inside a busy thoroughfare 
in Bangkok sits a cozy small cafe 

Le Petit Prince that brews my 
morning espresso in a garden 
terrace--the smell of freshly 

roasted coffee first running into 
the cup, then filling the warm 

outside air of greenery lush lawn.

descriptioN 2

P A R T I C U L A R  M O M E N TP E R S P E C T I V E P E R S P E C T I V E
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walk? walk? walk? walk?

walk? walk? walk? walk? walk? walk? walk? walk?

walk? walk? walk? walk?

walk? walk? walk? walk? walk? walk? walk? walk?

walk? walk? walk? walk?

walk? walk? walk? walk?

word choice

S E N T E N C E  R H Y T H MV E R B A L  M U S I C V E R B A L  M U S I C
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• to entice the readers into the story with the 
snapshots of particular moment

T O P I C S  T O  B E  C O V E R E D

• To concretise the description

• To arrange sentence structure and 
style beyond typical construction

• To arrange phrase construction for a 
pleasing succession of sounds

• To highlight the emphasis of expression in writing

week 1 - 2
language focus a single shard a thousand boy kisses
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Aristotle and Dante Discover 

the Secrets of the Universe
you’ve reached sam night on the milky 

railroad

in-class activity 

take-home assignment 

oral interview

Project 


